Four Strangers — Anneli Albertsson

Four Strangers

FOUR
STRANGERS

This is what you need for the scenario:

Six chairs

A small table or stool

Name tags that can be attached to shirt/sweater (stickers, tape you can write on, paper
cards and safety pins, or something similar)

At least one pen or pencil

Scissors to cut out the tickets

Four tickets (see page 7)

One contract in Chinese (see page 11)

Four character sheets (see page 15)

Instructions for scene 2, 3, 4 and 5 for each character, 16 sheets in total (see page 23)
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Instructions for the game master:

Ahead of time

Print this document double-sided. Make sure that the right pages end up on the same sheet
of paper so that all papers that need to be folded have the correct information on each side.
For example, page 1 and 2 need to be printed on the same sheet of paper, and so on.

Cut out the tickets.
Fold the scene instructions and the character sheets so that the information isn’t visible.
Fold or staple the chinese contract so that page 2 and 3 (the content) isn’t visible.

Sort the sheets of paper so that you can keep track of them during the scenario.

Preparing the room before the scenario starts

Set out six chairs and one small table or stool like a train compartment. Place three chairs
next to each other and the other three opposite them next to a wall, preferably under a
window. Place the table/stool under the window.
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Introduction

Read this instrucion aloud to the players:

In this scenario, you will play four strangers who end up in the same train compartment.
You will board the train in Stockholm and travel to Norrkdping, a town south of Stockholm.
When you board the train, you have never seen each other before, but during the journey,
you will get to know each other, and possibly affect each other.

You will receive a character sheet with a short description of your character, where you are
going and your goals. You can add more back story and characteristics as you wish, but do
keep the characteristics in the description. The scenario will work better that way. Keep the
character sheet with you in case you want to remind yourself of something during the
scenario. Avoid looking at each other’s character sheets.

During the scenario, you will sometimes receive notes with sms messages and short
instructions. The notes do not exist in-game, so when the other players are reading their
notes, ignore them and pretend that this isn’t happening. The same applies to character
sheets. Pretend that they do not exist.

This scenario consists mainly of conversation between your characters. Even if you choose
to play your character as an extroverted person who likes talking about him- or herself, it is
better to not tell everything at once. Leave something for the others to discover and ask
about during the scenario.

| will act as game master, and also act as conductor or train guard. It is best if you accept
everything | say as true, even if it would be possible to question my statements. In this
world, what | say will seem logical and reasonable for these characters.

On this train, the seats not numbered. Your ticket is valid for this compartment and you can
sit in seat that is not taken when you enter the train.

The scenario has no breaks. When it is time to end one scene and start the next, | will
make an announcement about the next train station. If you need a break, this will be a good
time to do so. Stand up and say that you want to stretch your legs. We will pause and
resume the scenario when you return.

You do not have to sit still during the entire scenario, but everything should be played in the
compartment or in the corridor just outside the compartment, so that everyone can hear
what is said at all times.
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Prepare the characters

Hand out the character sheets and read the following out loud:

e You will now have the opportunity to read your character sheets. You can also invent a back
story for your character.

e You will also invent a name that starts with the letter on your character sheet. You can
choose to be which gender you like.

e Don’t show your character sheets to each other and do not discuss the characters.

When everyone seems to be done, hand out the name tags. Ask everyone to write the name of the
character and the preferred pronoun on the name tag and put it on. Write “conductor” or “train
guard” on your name tag and put it on.

Read the following out loud:

e When the scenario starts, you have never met so you do not know each other’s names.
The name tags are to help you and me to remember the names, but they do not exist
in-game.

e Has anyone planned on playing a character that looks different than you yourself do?
Maybe the character has a big beard or certain clothes? In such case, tell us now so that
we know what you look like.

Hand out the tickets.

Hand the chinese contract to player B. Ask him or her not to look at the document until the
scenario starts.

Ask if anyone has any questions. If not, you can start the scenario.
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The Scenario
Follow the game master instructions below.

If any player tries to make a call or send a text with their phone, whisper in their ear that the phone
isn’t working and that they are receiving an error message. If anyone puts their phone in air plane
mode, whisper to them that sms messages will still get through.

Remember that if anyone stands up and leaves the compartment to stretch their legs, this means
that the person needs a break, for example to go to the bathroom. Ask the others to pause the
scenario until the person comes back.

Follow these instructions:
Scenw 1:

1. Read the following out loud:
It is time to start the scenario. Take a short moment to yourself to get into character, then
enter the train and sit down in one of the chairs in the compartment. When you enter the
train, the scenario begins. Once everyone are seated, the train will leave the station.

2. Once everyone are seated and comfortable, read the following out loud:
Welcome to Tagbolaget and fast train 267 to Norrképing. We will stop at Sédertélje,
Vagnhérad, Nyképing and Kolmarden. Unfortunately, the restaurant is closed on this trip
and we do not sell coffee or snacks. We wish you a pleasant journey.

3. Wait a short moment and then enter as a conductor/train guard to check the tickets. Tell
them that there are disruptions in the mobile network:
We have been told that there are currently disruptions in the mobile network and mobile
phones work only sporadically. We must ask you not to use your phones to try to call or text
as it may overload the train's mobile phones that we need to be able to use in an
emergency. If an SMS should come through, do not reply to it until you have left the train.

Scene 2:

4. Once the players have had time to react to the new situation, announce the next station:
Next station Sédertélje, Sbdertélje next. Please disembark on the left side of the train.

5. Hand out instructions for scene 2 to each person.
Scene 3:

6. Once you feel that the previous scene has been played long enough, call out the next
station:
Next station Vagnhérad, Vagnhérad next. Please disembark on the left side of the train.

7. Hand out instructions for scene 3 to each person.
Scene 4:

8. Once you feel that the previous scene has been played long enough, call out the next
station:
Next station Nykdping, Nyképing next. Please disembark on the left side of the train.

9. Hand out instructions for scene 4 to each person.
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Scene 5:

10. Once you feel that the previous scene has been played long enough, call out the next
station:
Next station Kolmarden, Kolmarden next. Please disembark on the left side of the train.

11. Hand out instructions for scene 5 to each person.
Scene 6:

12. Once you feel that the previous scene has been played long enough, call out the final
station:
We are now arriving at our final destination Norrkdping. The connecting train to Malma will
leave from track 1. The commuter train to Motala leaves from track 3a. Please disembark
on the left side of the train. Thank you for travelling with Tagbolaget and we hope to see
you soon.

13. Give the players a minute or two to react to the journey ending. Then enter the
compartment and say:
| have a few messages to you that have been forwarded by the trainmaster, on account of
the mobile phones not working. Let me see ...

o A, please go to the parking lot, where Anton is waiting with a car.
o B, please go to the railway café where Li is waiting for you.
o Cis to meet Stefan on the platform outside.

o For D, there is a message from Viveka to go to the Smack press conference at
Louis de Geer Konsert och Kongress.

If you would please follow me, | will show you the way.

14. Leave the compartment and walk away. Let the players decide whether to follow you or not.
Do not try to convince them.

End

Once everyone have decided where to go and left the train, the scenario is over. Gather the
players and tell them that the scenario is over.
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Cut along the lines to make four tickets :

TAGBOLAGET LMB799100001
PERSONLIG BILJETT

Stockholm C - Norrkoéping C 2 klass

1 Vuxen

Stockholm C - Norrképing C Snabbtag 2 kl Tagbolaget
Avgang Ankomst Tag Vagn Kupé

12.32 13.39 267 3 5

Resan kan inte ombokas/aterbetalas
Pris 312, 00 kr varav moms 18,72 kr

Pris 312,00 kr

varav moms 18,72 kr

TAGBOLAGET JVC90651001
PERSONLIG BILJETT

Stockholm C - Norrkoéping C 2 klass

1 Vuxen

Stockholm C - Norrkdping C Snabbtag 2 k1l Tagbolaget
Avgang Ankomst Tag Vagn Kupé

12.32 13.39 267 3 5

Resan kan inte ombokas/aterbetalas

Pris 312,00 kr

varav moms 18,72 kr
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TAGBOLAGET LMB799100001
PERSONLIG BILJETT

Stockholm C - Norrképing C 2 klass

1 Vuxen

Stockholm C - Norrképing C Snabbtag 2 kl Tagbolaget
Avgang Ankomst Tag Vagn Kupé

12.32 13.39 267 3 5

Resan kan inte ombokas/aterbetalas
Pris 312,00 kr varav moms 18,72 kr

Pris 312,00 kr

varav moms 18,72 kr

TAGBOLAGET JVC90651001
PERSONLIG BILJETT

Stockholm C - Norrkoéping C 2 klass

1 Vuxen

Stockholm C - Norrképing C Snabbtag 2 kl Tagbolaget
Avgang Ankomst Tag Vagn Kupé

12.32 13.39 267 3 5

Resan kan inte ombokas/aterbetalas

Pris 312,00 kr

varav moms 18,72 kr
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CHARACTER SHEET A

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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CHARACTER SHEET A
Yournameis A .......cooveenen. ..

You are on your way to the final interview for the CEO job at the Smack candy factory and you
have a feeling that you will receive an offer of employment at the meeting.

You really want the job, but you spent all day yesterday at the Stockholm office and got a bad
feeling when you met the chief product officer Anna, who was very vague about quality control,
and the chief marketing officer Anders who had a very aggressive attitude to marketing.

You have tried to get hold of the chairman of the board, Anton, to find out the time and place for
the final interview, but you haven’t been able to reach each other. During the train journey, you are
going to try calling again.

You are ambitious and success means a lot to you. You have been a middle manager for a long
time and now you finally have the chance to become CEO. You will be able to make such a
difference!

You hope that the candy company has called the references you provided and not dug around in
your other previous jobs where you sometimes messed up the costs of some projects. Keeping
track of a budget is not really your thing, but it is actually not relevant for a CEO job because then a
chief financial officer will handle those matters.

The new job would also solve your financial problems and give you a chance to start again in a
new city. A few years ago, you bought an expensive house that turned out to need more
renovations than expected. You are really tired of all the construction problems but are ashamed
of having made such a mistake and to have taken out a high mortgage on the house. If you
sell and move to a new home (which would need to be much smaller and cheaper) in the same
town, everyone will notice what loss you have made, but if you move to another city, no one will
wonder why you are selling.

You hate dishonest businessmen. Everyone can make mistakes and mistakes are an inevitable
part of everyday life in the business world. The important thing is how you act when you have
discovered a mistake!

You want to support others to invest in their careers and to try their wings. You have chosen a
managerial career because you want to help others to not let anxiety hinder their success, and you
are happy to coach people even outside of work.

When you get on the train, you feel hopeful and a little nervous. You want to get hold of the
chairman of the board as soon as possible to book a time and place for the final interview.
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CHARACTER SHEET B

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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CHARACTER SHEET B

YournameisB ........cooviiiiii i,

You are on your way to the health fair Skon & Frisk in Norrkoping where you will launch your
new company that imports the latest health food trends from Asia.

You are stressed over the agreement on the most important product, which has not been
finalised. You finally received the documentation from the Chinese supplier, Li, just before
you left for the train and you need to read it so that you can sign the agreement before the fair
opens tomorrow morning. You do not understand Chinese but have been promised that the
documentation is in both Chinese and English.

You love that you will finally be able to work with helping people live healthy lives without junk
from the food industry and without toxins from the pharmaceutical industry (which you call Big
Pharma). This is your passion in life. However, you had no idea that it would be so difficult to get a
grip on the products you sell and you wonder if it would be easier if you knew a little Chinese.

It has always bothered you that medicine and health is so complicated. Just a lot of
researchers who complicate things just to make money! Health has to be for everyone.

You really believe in natural health foods as the cure for the modern world's addiction to sugar,
fat and addictive drugs. Now you should finally be able to make a real difference and help people
get healthy!

You have invested all your savings in your new business and it scares you how fast the
money disappears. The launch at the health fair really needs to be successful so that you can
start making business!

You are a passionate opponent of anyone who makes money on unhealthy foods, sweets,
alcohol, medications and drugs.

When you board the train, you are stressed and focused on reading the documentation about
the product. You have not had time to open the booklet yet and you want to do it in peace and quiet
when you get on the train.

18 (54)



Four Strangers — Anneli Albertsson

CHARACTER SHEET C

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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CHARACTER SHEET C

YournameisC ............ ...

You are a science reporter and you are going to the health fair Skon & Frisk in Norrkoéping.
You will cover the fair for the newspaper Nyhetspressen where you work.

You are stressed that the editor Sven has decided that the magazine will focus on the web edition
and add film to the articles. You have always had stage fright and had hoped to avoid film, but
late last night Sven called and told you to pack a bag and go to the health fair Skén & Frisk.

He quickly told you that the cameraman Stefan will meet you in Norrkdping and that he will call
later and tell you which stories he wants. Before he hung up, he told you that he wants positive
news without difficult words that make for great headlin. You mean clickbait, you thought, but did
not say.

You truly believe in facts and science as the path to success and happiness for mankind. You
think that science journalism should have a much more prominent role in the media, but despite
the fact that people need more help understanding our complicated world in order to be able to
make good decisions in their everyday lives, most newsrooms cut back on science journalism.

You worry that your magazine's new investments in web and video are the first step
towards sound bite journalism for social media. At the same time, you are happy that you have
a job at all. At least you are still paid to be a science journalist, even if you do not always get to do
the work properly.

The worst thing you know is frauds who make money on unscientific methods and products.

As a journalist, you often meet people who seem to be the right person in the wrong place - who
have been "promoted to their level of incompetence". You wish that more people dared to take a
step sideways careerwise and do what they are good at, instead of fighting to get on the next
step in the career ladder.

When you get on the train, you are very nervous about standing in front of the camera
tomorrow and you are stressed about not having received proper information from your
editor about what features he wants. If you are going to be able to do this, you have to prepare
well in advance!
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CHARACTER SHEET D

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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CHARACTER SHEET D

YournameisD ................

You are the chief product officer at Kolonialvaror Import AB, which imports freeze dried fruit
and berry powders that are used as natural seasonings or dietary supplements.

Kolonialvaror Import AB is a subcontractor to the health food industry but also to the candy
company Smack, which uses the powders in its product range of fruit jelly candies.

You're on your way to the candy company Smack to smooth over questions that have arisen
about the presence of pesticide residues in the powders.

You worry that the problems will become known. That would be bad for business, of course,
but above all you are nervous that it could involve media attention.

You have had bad experiences with media during a scandal at your previous job, which you
have not mentioned to Viveka, your boss. Ideally, you would like to pass this problem on to
someone else, but you haven’t been able to find a way to say so to Viveka without revealing the
scandal you were involved in.

You detest journalists and their digging into the affairs of others.

You think there are too many regulations and that people worry about the wrong things. The
important thing is to eat enough fruits and vegetables. If we are going to be able to supply
nutritious food to everyone on Earth, we need efficient agricultural methods. That means not
everything can be prohibited.

When you board the train, you are stressed about having to talk to Smack about the problems
with pesticides in the fruit powders and are very worried that the issue will leak to the media.
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Scen 2 - character A

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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A Scen 2

You have received an sms:

o

p

Could you stay a little longer and attend a meeting? We have just found
out that freeze dried berry powders from Kolonivaror Import AB, which we
use for fruit jelly candies, contains high doses of pesticide. We would
appreciate your experience in product quality management and crisis

\._Mmanagement. fAnton J,r

In this scene:

When fellow passengers talk about things that clash with your morals and how you view life, feel
free to show that you have a different opinion, but avoid open conflict.
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Scene 2 - character B

Vik detta blad pa mitten sa att denna sida hamnar utat
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B Scene 2

In this scene:
If D hasn’t already told you where he or she works, try to ask them about it.

When fellow passengers talk about things that clash with your morals and how you view life, feel
free to show that you have a different opinion, but avoid open conflict.
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Scene 2 - character C

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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C Scene 2

In this scene:

When fellow passengers talk about things that clash with your morals and how you view life, feel
free to show that you have a different opinion, but avoid open conflict.
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Scene 2 - character D

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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D Scene 2

In this scene:

When fellow passengers talk about things that clash with your morals and how you view life, feel
free to show that you have a different opinion, but avoid open conflict.
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Scene 3 - character A

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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A Scene 3

You have received an sms:

4 Y
The job is yours if you want it, but you have to start right away. Call me!
/Anton

In this scene:
Think about the SMS you have received and how you react to it.
At the same time, continue the conversation.

If it does not come up naturally in conversation, try to get D to tell you what his or her SMS said.
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Scene 3 - character B

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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B Scene 3

You have received an sms:

4 N
| have called a press conference about our agreement this afternoon.
Make sure you have signed the contract when you get off the train! | will

meet you at the station. /Li

. Yy

In this scene:
Think about the SMS you have received and how you react to it.
At the same time, continue the conversation.

If it does not come up naturally in conversation, try to get A to tell you what his or her SMS said.

34 (54)



Four Strangers — Anneli Albertsson

Scene 3 - character C

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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C Scene 3

4 N
Why won't you answer your phone? | want at least five videos from the
health fair and this time you have to stand up in front of the camera! Not
just the interviewees, | want your face in the film too! The camera man is

called Stefan and he will meet you on the platform. /Sven

p /

In this scene:
Think about the SMS you have received and how you react to it.
At the same time, continue the conversation.

If it does not come up naturally in conversation, try to get B to tell you what his or her SMS said.
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Scene 3 - character D

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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D Scene 3

Where are you? The line is occupied when | try to call you. The candy
company (Smack) are very nervous. You have to talk them down! /Viveka

In this scene:
Think about the SMS you have received and how you react to it.
At the same time, continue the conversation.

If it does not come up naturally in conversation, try to get C to tell you what his or her SMS said.
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Scene 4 - character A

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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A scen 4

You receive an sms:

o

-

( | will meet you at the station. We have sent out invitations to a press
conference where | will introduce you as the new CEO. The current CEO
will resign effective immediately. He and the chief product manager has
been covering up the problems with the powdered fruit and we need to

. make the media focus on something else. /Anton f,,r

In this scene:
Think about the SMS you have received and how you react to it.

If it does not come up naturally, try to get C to tell what his or her text message said.
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Scene 4 - character B

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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B scen 4

You receive an sms:

e -~

i ™
Since | have not heard from you, | am talking to another store. If you do

not want the product, | will introduce them at the press conference instead

/ Li

In this scene:
Think about the SMS you have received and how you react to it.

If it does not come up naturally, try to get D to tell what his or her text message said.
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Scene 4 - character C

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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C scene 4

You receive an sms:

. N

Two press conferences are about to start. Stefan is meeting you at the
station and he has brought the camera. The candy company Smack is in
some scandal about an ingredient and has called a press conference. At
the same time, a major Chinese health food product has a product launch
that we need to cover. You will probably have to choose which one seems
most interesting because | do not think you have time for both. / Sven

AN J

In this scene:
Think about the SMS you have received and how you react to it.

If it does not come up naturally, try to get A to tell what his or her text message said.
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Scene 4 - character D

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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D scen 4

You receive an sms:

4 N
¢

The problems with the berry powders have leaked and you have to deal

with the media. The candy company Smack has called a press

conference. Make sure you get to be part of it. Damage limitation! / Viveka

In this scene:
Think about the SMS you have received and how you react to it.

If it does not come up naturally, try to get B to tell what his or her text message said.
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Scene 5 - character A

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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Ascen5

In this scene:

Now you have to decide. How should you handle the situation you will encounter when getting off
the train?

You are also curious about what C intends to do.
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Scene 5 - character B

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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B scen 5

In this scene:

Now you have to decide. How should you handle the situation you will encounter when getting off
the train?

You are also curious about what D intends to do.
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Scene 5 - character C

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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Cscenb

In this scene:

Now you have to decide. How should you handle the situation you will encounter when getting off
the train?

You are also curious about what A intends to do.
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Scene 5 - character D

Fold this sheet so that this side is visible.
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D scen 5

In this scene:

Now you have to decide. How should you handle the situation you will encounter when getting off
the train?

You are also curious about what B intends to do.
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